
Red Poppy with Modern Background 

Suggested Colors: 

• Red – Warm 
reds like Cadmium 
and Pyrrole will 
work best 
• Black – any 
tube black or mix 

• Green – your 
favorite tube 
green or mix 

Step 1 – Draw or 
trace your outline. 

Step 2 – Poppies 
Back Petal 

• Back Petals – 
wet the paper with 

clean water. Touch the outer edges of the petal with thick red color and let it bleed.  Add a liƩle orange 
(red + yellow) to the boƩom and let it bleed up. For the very thin back petal – go for variety. Dry well. 

Step 3 - Green Leaves, Stems and Bud 

Mix a puddle of green. Leaving some pure yellow and blue at the edges so you don’t overmix. 
Paint the leaves, stems and bud with variaƟons of green, yellow and blue or dark green. Dry well. 
 
Step 4 – Poppies Front Petals and Center 
 
Wet the petal with clean water and paint color at the top edge, or paint some lines with color and add water – 
you want the front petals darker than the back but with variety. 
 

TIP – Don’t outline your areas. 
 
Paint black at the center of the 2 open poppies and at the boƩom/stem area on 2 of the poppies. 
 
Step 5 – Paint the background. 
 
Mask the rectangle with masking tape. 
Paint the background with yellow green, varying the color with more yellow. 


